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(57) ABSTRACT

Provided is a touch sensing system and method for providing
a proximity sensing function using a touch screen panel. The
touch sensing system may include at least one storage unit
including at least one program, a touch screen configured to
detect a touch of an object, and at least one processor config-
ured to activate a proximity sensing function on the touch
screen according to a control of the at least one program, to
detect proximity of the object based on sensing information
of'a proximity sensing area predetermined on a partial area of
the touch screen, and to process a predetermined operation in
response to detecting the proximity of the object.
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FIG. 1 (RELATED ART)
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FIG. 2
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FIG. 3A
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FIG 4
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TOUCH SENSING SYSTEM AND METHOD
FOR PROVIDING PROXIMITY SENSING
FUNCTION USING TOUCH SCREEN PANEL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the priority benefit of Korean
Patent Application No. 10-2013-0164084, filed on Dec. 26,
2013, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclo-
sure of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

The following embodiments relate to a touch sensing sys-
tem and method for providing a proximity sensing function
using a touch screen panel.

2. Description of the Related Art

A proximity sensor refers to a kind of a location sensor or
a displacement sensor and is also referred to as a sensor
configured to detect a location of an object when the object is
proximately approaching.

FIG. 1is a diagram illustrating an example of a device 100
including a proximity sensor according to a related art. The
device 100 of FIG. 1 including the proximity sensor may be,
for example, a smart phone. Referring to FIG. 1, the device
100 includes, as a portion of constituent elements, a screen
110 representing a touch screen, an infrared (IR) sensor 120
representing the proximity sensor, and a flexible printed cir-
cuit board (FPCB) 130 connected to the IR sensor 120. For
example, the device 100 such as the smart phone may detect
proximity of an object using the IR sensor 120, and may
provide a variety of functions based on the circumstances.
When the IR sensor 120 detects the proximity of the object in
a call mode, the device 100 may provide a function of pre-
venting an input via the screen 110.

In the related art, a space for a proximity sensor needs to be
secured within a device that is to use the proximity sensor.
Accordingly, a size of the device may be limited by the space
used to use the proximity sensor. In addition, a predetermined
amount of power may be additionally consumed to use a
separate sensor.

SUMMARY

An aspect of the present invention provides a touch sensing
system and method that may provide a proximity sensing
function using a touch screen panel without a need to use a
separate proximity sensor.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a touch sensing system, including at least one stor-
age unit including at least one program, a touch screen con-
figured to detect a touch of an object, and at least one proces-
sor configured to activate a proximity sensing function on the
touch screen according to a control of the at least one pro-
gram, to detect proximity of the object based on sensing
information of a proximity sensing area predetermined on a
partial area of the touch screen, and to process a predeter-
mined operation in response to detecting the proximity of the
object.

The at least one processor may be configured to detect the
proximity of the object when an object having a predeter-
mined size or more is detected through the proximity sensing
area.

The at least one processor may be configured to detect
proximity of an object having a predetermined size or more,
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based on an intensity value at each of groups and an average
intensity value, wherein sensing units of the proximity sens-
ing area are classified into the groups.

The at least one processor may be configured to detect the
proximity of the object having the predetermined size or more
when a strength corresponding to a difference value between
a maximum intensity value and the average intensity value
among intensity values is less than or equal to a predeter-
mined first value and the number of continuous groups having
an intensity value greater than the average intensity value is
greater than or equal to a predetermined second value.

The at least one processor may be configured to recognize
adetection of a touch of an object having a predetermined size
or as an occurrence of proximity of the object, and to process
the predetermined operation when the proximity sensing
function is activated and the touch of the object having the
predetermined size or more is detected.

The predetermined operation may include an operation of
turning off a backlight of the touch screen or ignoring a touch
occurring on the touch screen until a detection of the prox-
imity of the object is cancelled.

The at least one processor may be configured to inactivate
the proximity sensing function in response to detecting a
touch by an object having a predetermined size or less on the
touch screen, prior to detecting the proximity of the object.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a touch sensing method performed by a touch
sensing system including a touch screen, the method includ-
ing activating a proximity sensing function on the touch
screen, detecting proximity of an object based on sensing
information of a proximity sensing area predetermined on a
partial area of the touch screen in response to activating the
proximity sensing function, and processing a predetermined
operation in response to detecting the proximity of the object.

According to embodiments of the present invention,
although a separate proximity sensor is not used, a proximity
sensing function using a touch screen panel may be provided.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and/or other aspects, features, and advantages of the
invention will become apparent and more readily appreciated
from the following description of exemplary embodiments,
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings of
which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example of a device
including a proximity sensor according to a related art;

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example of a device
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate examples of differently sized
objects approaching a touch screen according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is adiagram illustrating an example of a sensing unit
of'a touch screen according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIGS. 5 and 6 are graphs illustrating a group-by-group
intensity recognized against objects having different sizes
according to an embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating an internal configu-
ration of a touch sensing system according to an embodiment
of the present invention; and

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a touch sensing method
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to exemplary
embodiments of the present invention, examples of which are
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illustrated in the accompanying drawings. Exemplary
embodiments are described below to explain the present
invention by referring to the figures.

Advantages and features of the present invention and a
method to achieve the same will be clearly understood from
embodiments to be described by referring to the accompany-
ing drawings. However, the present invention is not limited to
the embodiments disclosed herein and may be configured in
various forms. The embodiments are provided to supplement
the disclosure of the present invention and to fully inform
those skilled in the art about the scope of the invention. The
present invention will be defined by the claims and their
equivalents. Like reference numerals refer to like elements
throughout. Sizes and relative sizes of layers and areas in the
drawings may be exaggerated for the clarity of the descrip-
tion.

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described with reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example of a device 200
according to an embodiment of the present invention. The
device 200 of FIG. 2 may be, for example, a smart phone.
Referring to FIG. 2, the device 200 may include a touch
screen 210 as a portion of constituent elements. The touch
screen 210 according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion may be divided into a proximity sensing area that is an
area of the touch screen 210 included in a first box 220
indicated by a dotted line and a general screen area that is an
area of the touch screen 210 included in a second box 230
indicated by a dotted line. That is, the proximity sensing area
may share a partial area of the touch screen 210.

Thus, according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, although a separate proximity sensor is not provided,
proximity of an object may be detected through the proximity
sensing area. For example, in a call mode, a face, for example,
a cheek of a user being proximate to the device 200 may be
detected through the proximity sensing area 220.

In the present embodiment, the proximity sensing area 220
may share the touch screen 210 by distinguishing proximity
of arelatively narrow object, such as a finger, from proximity
of a relatively wide object such as a cheek.

FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate examples of differently sized
objects approaching a touch screen 210 according to an
embodiment of the present invention. Referring to a first box
310 indicated by a solid line, an object having a size greater
than or equal to a circle of 30 phi (mm?) is approaching a
touch screen 210. The term ‘phi’ is the ratio of the circumfer-
ence of a circle to its diameter.

Referring to a second box 320 indicated by a solid line, an
object having a size less than or equal to a circle of 20 phi
(mm?) is approaching a touch screen 210. Here, a touch
sensing system and method according to an embodiment of
the present invention may determine whether to provide a
proximity sensing function based on an intensity of recogni-
tion by a size of an object approaching a proximity sensing
area 220. For example, in a call mode, the touch sensing
system may turn off a proximity sensing function by deter-
mining, as a proximity or a touch for a general touch (here-
inafter, a finger touch), proximity of an object having a first
size, for example, the circle of 20 phi of FIG. 3B, or less on the
proximity sensing area 220 or a touch of the object having the
first size, for example, the circle of 20 phi, or less on the
proximity sensing area 220. As another example, in a call
mode, the touch sensing system may perform an operation
corresponding to a proximity sensing function by determin-
ing, as proximity sensing, proximity of an object having a
second size, for example, the circle of 30 phi of FIG. 3A, or
more on the proximity sensing area. As still another example,
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the touch sensing system may determine, as proximity sens-
ing, a touch of the object having the second size, for example,
the circle of 30 phi, or more on the touch screen 210.

Hereinafter, scenarios for determining whether to use a
proximity sensing function will be described.

According to Scenario 1, a touch sensing system may
activate a proximity sensing function. Here, in a case in which
a finger touch is detected on a touch screen 210 in a state in
which proximity of an object is not detected through a prox-
imity sensing area 220, the touch sensing system may turn off
the proximity sensing function. In response to the finger no
longer touching the touch screen 210, the touch sensing sys-
tem may resume the proximity sensing function. For
example, when the proximity sensing function is required,
such as in a call mode, the touch sensing system may activate
the proximity sensing function. In this example, detecting the
finger touch may be determined that a user is conducting an
action of manipulating a keypad on the touch screen 210 or
the like. In this case, the touch sensing system may turn offthe
proximity sensing function in order not to obstruct the user
from performing a general touch action through the entire
touch screen. In response to the finger no longer touching the
touch screen 210, the touch sensing system may resume the
proximity sensing function for a call mode and thereby start to
detect proximity of the object through the proximity sensing
area.

According to Scenario 2, a touch sensing system may
activate a proximity sensing function. Here, in a case in which
proximity of an object is detected through a proximity sens-
ing area 220 in a state in which a finger touch is not detected
on atouch screen 210, the touch sensing system may perform
apredetermined operation based on detected proximity sens-
ing information. For example, the touch sensing system may
turn off a backlight and thereby prevent a malfunction from
occurring due to an undesired touch during a call. When an
object is separate away from the touch screen 210 and thus,
proximity of the object is not detected anymore, the touch
sensing system may turn on the backlight to be returned to a
state in which touch recognition is possible.

According to Scenario 3, a touch sensing system may
activate a proximity sensing function. Here, although prox-
imity of an object is not detected, the touch sensing apparatus
may recognize a detection of a touch of an object having a
predetermined size or more, such as a palm touch, as a detec-
tion of the proximity of the object. For example, in a call
mode, a cheek of a user may approach a general screen area
230 that is a remaining area of a touch screen 210, instead of
approaching a proximity sensing area 220. In this case, the
touch sensing system may not detect the proximity of the
object, but, may need to provide an operation corresponding
to the proximity sensing. Accordingly, in a case in which a
touch of the object having the predetermined size such as a
palm touch is detected on the touch screen 210 in a state in
which the touch sensing function is activated, the touch sens-
ing system may recognize the detected touch of the object as
if the proximity of the object is detected although the prox-
imity of the object is not particularly detected. For example,
in response to an occurrence of a palm touch in a state in
which the proximity sensing function is activated, the touch
sensing system may turn oft a backlight of the touch screen
210. Also, the touch sensing system may recognize the palm
no longer touching the touch screen 210 as if the proximity of
the object is not detected anymore. In this case, the touch
sensing system may turn on the backlight of the touch screen
210 again.

Hereinafter, an example of distinguishing proximity of an
object for a finger touch from proximity of an object having a
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predetermined size or more such as a cheek and thereby
detecting the proximity of the object on a proximity sensing
area will be described with reference to FIGS. 4 through 6.

FIG. 41is a diagram illustrating an example of a sensing unit
of a touch screen 210 according to an embodiment of the
present invention. A single sensing unit may correspond to
single coordinates at which an object is recognized on the
touch screen. Referring to FIG. 4, a total of 120 sensing units
are provided as an example. Here, it is assumed that 40
sensing units of an upper end 410 are sensing units included
in a proximity sensing area described with reference to FIGS.
2 and 80 sensing units of a lower end 420 are sensing units
included in a general sensing unit described with reference to
FIG. 2. Also, Gn may represent a group of sensing units N(O,
n), N(1, n), . . ., and N(m, n) as indicated by dotted lines,
respectively. In FIG. 4, m denotes “3”.

FIGS. 5 and 6 are graphs 500 and 600 illustrating a group-
by-group intensity recognized against objects having differ-
ent sizes according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion. In each of the graphs 500 and 600, the x axis denotes
groups of sensing units from FIG. 4 and the y axis denotes the
intensity of recognition. Also, in each of the graphs 500 and
600, a solid line representing “intensity” may denote an inten-
sity value of each group. A dotted line representing a “thresh-
0ld” may denote a value preset based on the proximity sens-
ing. An alternated long and short dash line representing an
“average” may denote an average intensity value of the entire
group. The group 500 of FIG. 5 shows that a relatively wide
object is proximate to the proximity sensing area 220 of FIG.
2, compared to the graph 600 of FIG. 6.

A touch sensing system and method according to an
embodiment of the present invention may use the following
factors to distinguish proximity of a finger from proximity of
a cheek.

Factor 1, “strength”, denotes a difference value between a
maximum intensity value and an average intensity value
among intensity values of a group.

Factor 2, “number of continuous groups”, denotes the
number of continuous groups having an intensity value
greater than or equal to the average intensity value.

A level of intensity recognized on the touch screen is lim-
ited. In contrast, when a relatively wide object is recognized,
the number of groups having great intensity increases and
thus, the average intensity value also relatively increases.
Accordingly, a strength value decreases according to an
increase in a size of an object recognized. For example, refer-
ring to the graph 500, when a maximum intensity value of a
group is “30” and an average intensity value of the group is
“19”, the strength may have a value of “11”. Also, referring to
the graph 600, when a maximum intensity value of a group is
“30” and an average intensity value of the group is “13”, the
strength may have a value of “17”.

Further, when a relatively wide object is recognized on the
touch screen 210, the number of continuous groups having an
intensity value greater than the average intensity value rela-
tively increases. For example, the number of continuous
groups in the graph 500 is “6” and the number of continuous
groups in the graph 600 is “4”.

A touch sensing system and method according to an
embodiment of the present invention may employ conditions
as follows:

Condition 1 refers to a condition in which the number of
continuous groups is greater than or equal to a predetermined
number.

Condition 2 refers to a condition in which the strength is
less than or equal to a predetermined value.
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For example, the touch sensing system and method may
recognize a detection of a touch on a proximity sensing area,
which satisfies all of Condition 1 and Condition 2, as a detec-
tion of proximity of an object, that is, an occurrence of a
proximity sensing.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating an internal configu-
ration of a touch sensing system 700 according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention, and FIG. 8 is a flowchart
illustrating a touch sensing method according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 7, the touch sensing system 700 accord-
ing to the present embodiment may include at least one stor-
ageunit 710 (i.e., a non-transitory computer-readable storage
medium) including at least one program, a touch screen 720
configured to detect a touch of an object, and at least one
processor 730 configured to operate according to a control of
the at least one program. The at least one program may refer
to a program installed in the touch sensing system 700 in
order to control an operation of the touch sensing system 700.
The program may be stored in the at least one storage unit 710
upon a production of the touch sensing system 700, or may be
stored in the at least one storage unit 710 through an instal-
lation using a separate file. For example, the touch sensing
system 700 may further include a communication unit (not
shown) configured to communicate with an external device,
and may connect to a file distribution system (not shown)
configured to distribute the file through the communication
unit. The file distribution system may include a file storage
(not shown) configured to store a file and a file transmitter
(not shown) configured to transmit the file. The touch sensing
system 700 may receive a file from the file distribution sys-
tem, and may obtain a required program through an installa-
tion using the received file.

In this instance, the touch sensing system 700 may perform
a touch sensing method according to an embodiment of the
present invention. For example, operations included in the
touch sensing method may be performed by the touch sensing
system 700 or the at least one processor 730 included in the
touch sensing system 700. An embodiment in which the touch
sensing system 700 performs operations included in the touch
sensing method will be described with reference to FIG. 8.

In operation 810, the touch sensing system 700 may acti-
vate a proximity sensing function on a touch screen. The
proximity sensing function is described above and thus, a
repeated description is omitted.

In operation 820, in response to activating the proximity
sensing function, the touch sensing system 700 may detect
proximity of an object based on sensing information of a
proximity sensing area predetermined on a partial area of the
touch screen.

In operation 830, the touch sensing system 700 may pro-
cess a predetermined operation in response to detecting the
proximity of the object.

Operations 810 through 830 are describing basic opera-
tions of the touch sensing method, such as detecting the
proximity of the object using the proximity sensing area and
processing an operation corresponding to the detection of the
proximity and thus, may be further embodied through a vari-
ety of embodiments.

According to another embodiment, when an object having
apredetermined size or more is detected through the proxim-
ity sensing area, the touch sensing system 700 may detect the
proximity of the object in operation 820. For example, the
touch sensing system 700 may regard, as not proximity for
proximity sensing but proximity for a general touch, proxim-
ity of'an object having a predetermined size or less.
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According to another embodiment, in operation 820, the
touch sensing system 700 may detect proximity of an object
having a predetermined size or more, based on an intensity
value at which each of groups into which sensing units of the
proximity sensing area are classified has recognized the
object, and an average intensity value. For example, when a
strength corresponding to a difference value between a maxi-
mum intensity value and the average intensity value among
intensity values is less than or equal to a predetermined first
value and the number of continuous groups having an inten-
sity value greater than the average intensity value is greater
than or equal to a predetermined second value, the touch
sensing system 700 may detect the proximity of the object
having the predetermined size or more. The embodiments are
described above with reference to FIGS. 4 through 6.

According to another embodiment, when the proximity
sensing function is activated and a touch of an object having
a predetermined size or more is detected, the touch sensing
system 700 may recognize a detection of the object having the
predetermined size or more as an occurrence of proximity of
the object in operation 820. An embodiment in which a touch
of an object having a predetermined size or more, such as a
palm touch, is detected as proximity of the object is described
in Scenario 3.

According to another embodiment, the predetermined
operation may include an operation of turning off a backlight
of'the touch screen or ignoring a touch occurring on the touch
screen until a detection of the proximity of the object is
cancelled. For example, in response to detecting proximity of
a cheek of a user in a call mode, the touch sensing system 700
may prevent a malfunction from occurring due to an undes-
ired touch by turning off a backlight of the touch screen or
ignoring a touch occurring on the touch screen.

According to another embodiment, although not illus-
trated, the touch sensing method may further include inacti-
vating the proximity sensing function in response to detecting
atouch by an object having a predetermined size or less on the
touch screen, prior to detecting the proximity of the object, in
addition to operations 810 through 830. This operation may
be included between operations 810 and 820 and thereby
performed.

As described above, according to embodiments of the
present invention, it is possible to provide a proximity sensing
function using a touch screen panel without a need to use a
separate proximity sensor.

Although a few exemplary embodiments of the present
invention have been shown and described, the present inven-
tion is not limited to the described exemplary embodiments.
Instead, it would be appreciated by those skilled in the art that
changes may be made to these exemplary embodiments with-
out departing from the principles and spirit of the invention,
the scope of which is defined by the claims and their equiva-
lents.

What is claimed is:

1. A touch sensing system, comprising:

at least one storage unit comprising at least one program;

atouch screen configured to detect a touch of an object; and

at least one processor configured to activate a proximity
sensing function on the touch screen according to a
control of the atleast one program, to detect proximity of
the object based on sensing information of a proximity
sensing area predetermined on a partial area of the touch
screen, and to process a predetermined operation in
response to detecting the proximity of the object,

wherein the at least one processor is configured to detect
proximity of the object having a predetermined size or
more, based on an intensity value at each group of sens-
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ing units of the proximity sensing area and an average
intensity value, wherein the sensing units of the proxim-
ity sensing area are classified into groups.

2. The touch sensing system of claim 1, wherein the atleast
one processor is configured to detect the proximity of the
object when the object having the predetermined size or more
is detected through the proximity sensing area.

3. The touch sensing system of claim 1, wherein the atleast
one processor is configured to detect the proximity of the
object having the predetermined size or more when a strength
corresponding to a difference value between a maximum
intensity value and the average intensity value among inten-
sity values is less than or equal to a predetermined first value
and the number of continuous groups having an intensity
value greater than the average intensity value is greater than
or equal to a predetermined second value.

4. The touch sensing system of claim 1, wherein the atleast
one processor is configured to recognize a detection of a touch
of the object having the predetermined size or more as an
occurrence of proximity of the object, and to process the
predetermined operation when the proximity sensing func-
tion is activated and the touch of the object having the prede-
termined size or more is detected.

5. The touch sensing system of claim 1, wherein the pre-
determined operation comprises an operation of turning off a
backlight of the touch screen or ignoring a touch occurring on
the touch screen until a detection of the proximity of the
object is cancelled.

6. The touch sensing system of claim 1, wherein the at least
one processor is configured to inactivate the proximity sens-
ing function in response to detecting a touch by the object
having the predetermined size or less on the touch screen,
prior to detecting the proximity of the object.

7. A touch sensing method performed by a touch sensing
system comprising a touch screen, the method comprising:

activating a proximity sensing function on the touch

screen,

detecting proximity of an object based on sensing informa-

tion of a proximity sensing area predetermined on a
partial area of the touch screen in response to activating
the proximity sensing function; and

processing a predetermined operation in response to

detecting the proximity of the object,

wherein the detecting comprises detecting proximity ofthe

object having a predetermined size or more, based on an
intensity value at each group of sensing units of the
proximity sensing area that are classified as having rec-
ognized the object, and an average intensity value.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the detecting comprises
detecting the proximity of the object when the object having
apredetermined size or more is detected through the proxim-
ity sensing area.

9. The method of claim 7, wherein the detecting comprises
detecting the proximity of the object having the predeter-
mined size or more when a strength corresponding to a dif-
ference value between a maximum intensity value and the
average intensity value among intensity values is less than or
equal to a predetermined first value and the number of con-
tinuous groups having an intensity value greater than the
average intensity value is greater than or equal to a predeter-
mined second value.

10. The method of claim 7, wherein the detecting com-
prises recognizing a detection of a touch of the object having
the predetermined size or more as an occurrence of proximity
of'the object when the proximity sensing function is activated
and the touch of the object having the predetermined size or
more is detected.
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11. The method of claim 7, wherein the predetermined
operation comprises an operation of turning off a backlight of
the touch screen or ignoring a touch occurring on the touch
screen until a detection of the proximity of the object is
cancelled.

12. The method of claim 7, further comprising:

inactivating the proximity sensing function in response to

detecting a touch by then object having the predeter-
mined size or less on the touch screen, prior to detecting
the proximity of the object.
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